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:1 True Account how Mr. Reading s Houſe ﬆ Santoft happened to be Burt. 
SS 4 


Fj Here was a little Houſe adjoining to his Dwelling-houſe of about Four Yards Square, the WW all 
of it about Seven Foot high, cover d with a Thatched Root: "This Houſe was his Brew-houte 
and Baking-houle ; within it ſtood a great Copper jult under the T hatch, the Room nor being 
Chambered Upon the 15th of April laſt Mr. Reading's Family were Brewing within this Place, ar 
char Night brought much VV ood into it to Boll the Liqugr, and more then did it, and left it there 
carelefly : Now it fo happened that thar Wood took Fire that Night, and got to the T hatch, and 


fo (et Fire to that Houſe; and thereby his Dwelling-houſe was allo Burnt : And that the Fire to hap. 


forth : And it being a low Houle, as is atorelaid, he got up the Houle Ridge on one fide. and puiled 


ot upon anorher patr of the outfide.but had not ſtrength eng1gh topull off the | hatch where he was,{o thar 
Eirc prevailed upon him, and got hold of the Thatch, gad burnt out furiouſly ,ntomuch as they ewo 


Calm, and by the help of this Parrot, and fome others cha, came afterwards, molt of Mr. Readings 
Houſhold Goods were faved ( except tome Lumber Goof ) 
3. Thenext day after the Fire, Mr. Reading contrived hoy he might lay the Burning of it torne charge 
of the Country, and told his Servants he muſt Charge the Country with it : And to thar end, he and 
{ome with him, made ſome Matches with Line-hards, or Tow,wrapped together, and ried on a Stick, and 
got another thing wherewith he uſed to Greaſe his Coach, and then carried them amonglt the Þ hatch 


which was faln from the Houle, and had c{caped Purning »nd_lajd | them down there, and then took 
Ol OR TIER NT CUT NENT Ry CN oo Ee NU RT 
= the Hr and tt them, Now you fe To theſe 1 rings from amongſt the Thath; and when you 


are called to it, you may ſafely Swear you fee me take thkm out of the Thatch, 

4. Mr. Reading afterwards going to a Juſtice of Peace, and taking his Maid Servant Srſan Winds: 
with him, would have had her to have Sworn that thoſe Marches were found amonglt te I hatch, and 
that the Houle was Burnt thereby, and ſhe would not ; and he was thereupon very angry with her 
and ſaid, What then came you with me hither for 2 | 

5. Mr. Realing having a great Malice againſt T homas Sparke a Commoner in Epworth, was very dcſi- 
rous to have laid the Burning of his Houle to his Charge; ahd accordingly ſoon after the Fire, he wenr 
to Ace Aldus's Houle in Belton, to enquire whether Sparke was there all that Night the 15th of April, 
bccaule he was told he was: Aldus telling him he was there the whole Night, Mr. R eading would have 
perlv... .cd hun to have faid, that be as ont two hours of thi Night ; but Aldus fully ſatisfying him he 
_ was not, Mr. Reading made anſwer, If it ve ſo, then I doubt the Fire came by the careleſsneſs of my own 
Servants ; for they had much Wood that Night in the Brew houſe. 

6. Mr. Reading out of his further miſchievous Malice would have perſuaded T ho Parrot and Suſan 
WWinder to lay and f{wear, that Gunpowder was ſtrewed in ſome places about the Houle : And laid to 
them, Do you not ſee Powder lie here ? whereas it was nothng but ſome black Aſhes or Cinders of 
lome burnt VV ood ; and they could fee no Powder: 

7- Mr. Reading by a late ſcandalous Printed Paper of his, charges the Burning of his {aid Houſe on 
all the Commoners : Bur all along ſince the Fire he did not fo, ſometimes he charged ir upon one, and 
after upon another ; and he Bound the faid Tho. Sparke over to the laſt Aſſizes at Lincoln about it ; 
and when he ſaw how he was provided with Witneſſes to make his Defence,being prepared to prove 
all the aforeſaid things, then he preferred no Inditment againſt him. 

s. Mr. Reading hath ſince ſaid to Robert Lhiteley, 'T hat he, and none but he burnt the ſaid Houle, 
And allo to Robert Bernard, he and the faid Sparke burnt it : And at other times he charged Richard 
Scot, Villiam Veſſey, and William Kynman with it: 


Now upon all theſe Circumſtances, which are great Truths, it is moſt evident, the Fire accidentally -hapned by the careleſaneſs of 


Mr. Reading's Servants, as many times (too often) Fires in other Places have done : Aud this will be made evidently appear by 
credible Witneſſes. 


